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General Rules

This Show conforms to the standards established by National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC) The
Handbook for Flower Shows, revised 2017 — 2nd Edition, revised July 2020, July 2021, July
2022, July 2023, July 2024, July 2025. A digital version of the most up-to-date July 2025
revision is on the NGC website. The Handbook is the authority for all issues not covered by the
Schedule, which is the Law of the Show.

1. Any member of National Garden Clubs, Inc. may enter this Show.

2. Entry Cards are available from The Garden Club of Greater Lansing from President Ann
Schoals (517-281-1101 email aschoals@gmail.com) and Entry Cards will be available at all
Meetings.

3. All exhibits in each division must be accompanied by an NGC Entry Card. Entry Cards are to
be filled out completely with all required information in pencil or waterproof pen. Please
see the sample Entry Card on page 7. Contact Entry Committee Chair for assistance in filling
out Entry Cards.

4. The Horticulture Placement Committee will place all Horticulture Entries.

5. The Design Classification Chair must approve all design entries before the Exhibitor leaves
the show floor.

6. All Entries except Photos must be received on Thursday, July 9 from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm or
Friday, July 10, 2026 between 8:00 am and 9:00 am. Photo Entries must be submitted to
Sherry McCue, 1616 Park Avenue, Lansing, MI 48910 and must be received by Monday, July
6, 2026.

7. Invited Judges may place Exhibits between 8:00 am-9:00 am on Friday, July 10, 2026.

. All Exhibits must be removed on Saturday, July 11, 2026, between 2:00 pm and 3:00 pm.

9. Photography Judging will be from 9:00 am to 10:00 am Friday, July 10, 2026 and all other
Divisions will be 10:00 am to 12:00 pm

10.The Classification Chair for each division checks exhibit for conformity to the schedule prior
to Judging. Final determination for conformance is the Judges’ responsibility.

11.The General Chair and the Classification Chair for each division are available during judging
for consultations. They, along with the Judges and Clerks, are the only personnel allowed
on the floor during judging.

12.The decisions of the judges are final. Awards may be withheld if not merited.

13.There must be an emphasis on FRESH plant material. No artificial plant material is
permitted in any Exhibit in any Division.

14.Each Exhibitor is limited to one entry per Class, except in the Horticulture Division.
Exhibitors may make more than one entry per Class if each is a different species, variety,
cultivar, type, or color.

15.The Garden Club of Greater Lansing will strive to assure the safety of all items after arrival
and placement in the Show but is not responsible for any loss or damage to Exhibits.

00
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Protected Michigan Native Wildflowers

The following plants are only permitted if grown by the Exhibitor or obtained in a legal manner and
so marked on the NGC Entry Card and 3” x 5” index card.

Wildflowers Protected by
Michigan State Law

A complete list can be found at:
http://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/data/specialplants.cfm
All Club Moss -- Lycopodium sp.

All Gentians -- Gentiana sp.

All Native Orchids —
Arethusa sp., Calopogon sp., Calypso sp.,
Cleistes sp., Cypripedium sp.,
Habenaria sp., Isotria sp., Listera sp.,
Orchis sp., Pogania sp., Triphora sp., etc.

All Native Trilliums -- Trillium sp.

Bird's Foot Violet -- Viola pedata

Climbing Bittersweet -- Celastrus scandens

False Indigo -- Baptisia leucophaea

Flowering Dogwood -- Cornus florida

North American Lotus -- Nelumbo lutea
Pipsissewa, Prince's Pine —Chimaphila umbellata

Purple Turtlehead -- Chelone obliqua
Sweet William -- Phlox maculata

Wildflowers Protected by
Request of Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc.
Adder's Tongue, Trout Lily — Erythronium americanum
Blood Root — Sanguinaria canadensis
Cardinal Flower -- Lobelia cardinalis
Cowslip — Caltha palustris
Indian Pipe -- Monotropa uniflora
Jack in the Pulpit -- Arisaema sp.
Pitcher Plant — Sarracenia purpurea f. heterophylla
Spring Beauty -- Claytonia virginica
Wild Columbine -- Aquilegia canadensis
Wild Iris — Iris sp.

Wild Lilies -- Lilium sp. (Not Daylily, Hemerocallis sp.)

Outlawed: Purple Loosestrife —Lythrum salicaria
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Sample Entry Cards

All Entrants will be Assigned an Exhibitor Number at the Show.
The Exhibitor Number is the same for All Divisions of the Show.

Flower Show Name and Dates
Division, Section, Class Number; Exhibitor Number.

clude botanical name for plant material for
Horticulture and Design.

National Garden Clubs, Inc.

"The Parks of Gre ansing” 7/10/26

FLOWER SHOW DATE nclude Name & Address of the Exhibitor and their NGC
DIVISI SECTION | CLASS No. | ENTRY No.
I B 6 1/ club name
Repeat information at the bottom of the card
VARIETY O CLASS NANE 7 rinted labels are acceptable for the Exhibitor and

Tagetes (Marigold)

Address areas on top and bottom of card.

/
/

Required for Design & Photography Division Entries:
Completed 3”x 5” Card that includes the following

Information:
exiammon Ronalee Polad Exhibitor Number in the upper right corner.
appress 5711 Lansing Rd., Charlotte, MI Division, Section, and Class Number.
cLup | e Garden Club of Greater Lansj/g The Material(s) used in creating the Design.
1st 2nd 3rd Honorabl Divison II Design: Visit a Local Park
Mentio Class 1: Island Park -The Ledges - Take in
EXHIBIT SCORED 90+ small wonders. .

Material: Lilium asiatica (Asiatic Lily)
exmirorn Ronalee Polad

ADDRESS 5711 Lansing Rd., Charlotte, MI

crus Lhe Garden Club of Greater Lansing
DIVISION | SECTION | CLASS No. | ENTRY No.

I B 6 1

Tagetes (Marigold)

VARIETY OR CLASS NAME




Awards
The NGC Standard System of Awarding is used in all divisions.

a. Onlyone (1) first place (blue) ribbon per Class or Sub-class; minimum score 90 points.
b. Only one (1) second place (red) ribbon per Class or Sub-class; minimum score 85 points.
c. Onlyone (1) third place (yellow) ribbon per Class or Sub-class; minimum score 80 points.

d. One (1) or more Honorable Mention (white) ribbons as merited; minimum score 75
points or more.

DIVISION | HORTICULTURE

1. Award of Horticulture Excellence: Rosette of green, orange and blue ribbons. Only
one (1) is offered to the highest scoring 95+blue ribbon winner and correctly
named Exhibit in the entire Horticulture Division.

2. Award of Merit: Rosette of orange ribbons. Offered to the highest 95+ Exhibit. Four
Award of Merits will be offered for all cut, non-woody specimens.
Section A, Classes 1-4 Highest scoring Bulbs, Tubers, Rhizomes
Section B, Classes 5-8 Highest scoring Flowering Annuals
Section C, Classes 9 — 12 Highest scoring Foliage
Section D, Classes 13-16 Highest scoring Perennial Flowers

3. Garden Club of Greater Lansing Awards (Will be placed by Show Committee)
Marilyn Lee Award (Local Award) for Section D. Marilyn Lee was member of GCGL 2005-
2017 and an avid grower and promoter of Horticulture. The award is a Framed Picture and
a rosette of yellow ribbons.
Edna Triphagen Award (District 2B Award) Sections C. Edna Triphagen was a Member of
Intercity Garden Club and promoter of Agriculture. The award is a Silver Bowl and a rosette
of yellow ribbons.

DIVISION Il DESIGN

1. Award of Design Excellence: A rosette of gold ribbons. Only one (1) offered for the highest
scoring 95+ Exhibit in the Design Division.

2. Garden Club of Greater Lansing Awards (Will be placed by Show Committee)
Jenny Bond Memorial Award (Local Award) for Class 4. Jenny Bond was a member of The
Garden Club of Greater Lansing from 2009-2025, a National Garden Clubs Flower Show
Judge, and a creative designer. The Garden Club of Greater Lansing Award is a Glass Flame
Trophy and a rosette of yellow ribbons.

DIVISION Il EDUCATION
Education Top Exhibitor Award: A brown and white rosette.
For the highest scoring 95+ Education Exhibit.

DIVISION IV BOTANICAL ARTS

Photography Award: A rosette of black and white ribbons. For the highest scoring 95+
photograph related to NGC goals and objectives.

8



Horticulture Division

DIVISION | “The Flora of Local Parks”

All Classes in Division | are eligible for: Award of Horticulture Excellence (NGC)

DIVISION | HORTICULTURE RULES

1. The NGC exhibit policies are printed in Handbook for Flower Shows, Chapter 6, Exhibiting in
the Horticulture Division.

2. The rules for a single species cut or container-grown specimen are listed in the
Handbook for Flower Shows 2017-2"? Edition Revised July 2025, Chapter 6, or its
supplement Horticulture Exhibiting and Judging.

3. In order to receive an NGC Top Exhibitor Award, the Exhibitor must identify her/his
entry by its binomial name or currently acceptable scientific designation.

(Consult Handbook for Flower Shows 2017-2" Edition Revised July 2025, Exhibiting in the
Horticulture Division, Chapter 6 page 137.)

4. Entry cards are to be filled out in advance if possible. Please print and use pencil or
waterproof pen when filling out NGC Entry Cards. Fill out both the top and the
perforated bottom portions. Pre-printed address labels are acceptable for Exhibitor’s
name and address. (Refer to the Sample card on page 7 of this schedule.)

5. Entry tags are available from Garden Club President with additional tags available
at the “Classification” table.

6. All entries must be checked into show by the Horticulture Classification
Committee and placed by Placement Committee.

7. The Horticulture Classification Committee Chairman and General Show
Chairman are free to subdivide classes by color, form, size, cultivar, variety or
other distinguishing characteristics.

8. Cutspecimens should not have foliage below the water line, except for Gladiolus.

9. Ifaplantis considered a flowering plant, it should be exhibited as a Flowering
Specimen. Foliage plants may flower but should be exhibited as a Foliage Plant if
they are grown for their leaves.

10. Specimens with a Class designation in the schedule may not be entered in “Any
Other Worthy” Class.

11. All entries must be free of insects and disease. Specimens showing evidence of
either will not be accepted.

12. Clear, colorless containers will be provided by the Committee for all cut specimens.

13. Wedging is permitted and provided by the Committee. (Clear plastic wrap)

14. Exhibit must have proper binomial name according to the schedule.

15. An award must be withheld if none of the exhibits designated in the schedule meet
specific requirements.

16. All Horticulture Classes are open to any National Garden Clubs, Inc. member. All
specimens must be fresh plant material grown by the Exhibitor. All Container Grown
Plants must have been in the Exhibitor’s possession for no fewer than 90 days.

9



17. Oiling or shine treatment of foliage is NOT permitted.

18. An Exhibitor may make more than one entry per Class only if each exhibit is a
different cultivar, type, or color.

19. All pots must be clean. Double potting is permitted in all Classes.

20. All plant containers larger than 12” must be pre-registered with Renee McMillen
at (517) 706-9355 to ensure adequate display space.

Horticulture Scales of Points
See Handbook for Flower Shows Chapter 14 for complete details

All Cut or Container-Grown Horticulture Specimens and Collections
(Arboreal, Flowering, Foliage, Fruit/Vegetable /Nuts)

Criteria Value (points)
Conformance 5
Plant Identification 5
Peak of Perfection:

Form 20

Color 20
Maturity/Size 20
Condition/Blemishes 15
Grooming/Staging

Grooming 10

Staging 5
TOTAL 100

10



Horticulture Division
Division | Horticulture — The Flora of Local Parks

Exhibits that meet General & Horticultural Award requirements are eligible for the
Award of Merit, a rosette of orange ribbons, (Section Award) and the Award of
Horticulture Excellence, a rosette of green, orange and blue ribbons (Division Award).
For in-depth information on specific plants, refer to the NCG Horticulture Exhibiting the
Judging Book.

Section A — Bulbs in Meridian Historical Village, Meridian Twp. (Tubers, Rhizomes and Bulbs)

Class 1—Allium - 1 cut stem
Class 2 — Gladiolus Hybridus- 1 cut stem
Class 3 — Lilium- 1 cut stem
Class 4 — Any Other Worthy Named Specimen Flowering Tuber, Rhizome, Bulb - 1 cut
stem
Section B - Flowering Annuals in Veterans Memorial Gardens, Holt
Class 5 — Pelargonium (Zonal Geranium) - 1 cut stem
Class 6 — Tagetes (Marigold) - 1 cut stem
Class 7 —Zinnia - 1 cut stem
Class 8- Any Other Worthy Named Specimen Flowering Annual - 1 cut stem

Section C — Foliage in W.J. Beal Botanical Garden, East Lansing
Exhibits in Section C that meet requirements are eligible for the Edna Triphagen Award
(Local Award.)

Class 9 —Caladium - 1 cut stem

Class 10 — Plectranthus (Coleus) - 1 cut stem

Class 11 —Hosta - 1 cut stem

Class 12 - Any Other Worthy Specimen of Foliage- 1 cut stem
Section D — Flowering Perennials in Frances Park, Lansing
Exhibits in Section D that meet requirements are eligible for the Marilyn Lee
Award (Local Award).

Class 13 — Echinacea (Coneflower) - 1 cut stem

Class 14 — Hydrangea - 1 cut stem

Class 15 — Rosa (Rose) - 1 cut stem

Class 16 - Any Other Worthy Specimen of Flowering Perennial - 1 cut stem

11



Design Division

Division Il Design — Visit a Local Park

Design Rules

1. The NGC exhibit policies are printed in Handbook for Flower Shows, Chapter 7,
Exhibiting in the Design Division, NGC Policies and Guidelines.

2. Advance Registration with the Design Entries Consultant is required by June 24, 2026.

3. Plant material and non-plant material permitted and not permitted in the Design
Division are printed in the Handbook for Flower Shows, Chapter 7.

4. All Classes are open to any National Garden Clubs, Inc. member who is an amateur
arranger.

5. A 3”x5” card, neatly typed or printed naming the plant materials used must
accompany each entry tag and may include explanation of design. Though
binomial names are not required, they are encouraged for educational purposes.

6. Rules for Design Types, Advanced Design Types, Table Designs and Table
Appointments are printed in the Handbook for Flower Shows, Chapter 7.

7. The Scale of Points for Design is listed in the Handbook for Flower Shows, Chapter
14.

8. An Exhibitor may enter as many Classes as desired. But only one exhibit per Class

9. Designer is on his/her honor that the design being entered has not been previously entered
or judged in an NGC Flower Show.

10.  All design work must be the work of the Exhibitor. Plant material need not be grown by
the Exhibitor.

11.  There are four Entries for each Class.

12.  No artificial flowers, fruit, or foliage is allowed. Fresh plant material must never be
treated

13.  Some plant material must be used in every design.

14.  Religious symbols used must be displayed in a respectful manner.

15.  All living members of the Animal Kingdom, e.g. mammals, birds, fish, etc., and
taxidermal representation of the same, are not permitted in a Standard Flower
Show.

16.  Landscapes or scenes are not permitted in the Design Division.

DESIGNS SCALE OF POINTS
See Handbook for Flower Shows Chapter 14 for complete details

Criteria Value (points)
Conformance:

To Type 7

To Schedule Requirements 7
Design Principles 48
Selection of Components 8
Organization of Components 8
Expression 8
Distinction 14
TOTAL 100
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Design Division Classes

All classes eligible for Award of Design Excellence: A rosette of gold ribbons. Only one (1)
offered for the highest scoring 95+ Exhibit in the Design Division.

Garden Club of Greater Lansing Awards: (Will be placed by Show Committee) Jenny Bond
Memorial Award (Local Award) for Class 4

Class 1 —Island Park -The Ledges - Petite Design

® A Petite Design not to exceed 8” in height, width or depth

e A mix of materials giving a stratified look

e Contains fresh and/or dried (may be treated) plant material

e May contain non-plant material

e Staged on a tall table with black skirting on a 13” x 13” x 13” box covered in black.
e 8” underlay is permitted

Consultant: Renee McMillen 517-706-9355 Jreneetl4@hotmail.com

Class 2 — Burchfield Park - Alfresco Tabletop Design

e Table set for two staged on a 36” square with black skirting
e Must contain dishes, beverage service, table covering and napkins
e Must contain a decorative unit of fresh and/or dried (may be treated) plant material

Consultant: Linda Norwood 517-980-4661 norwoodlinda@att.net

Class 3 - Scott Sunken Garden - Designer’s Choice

e An American Traditional Mass Design

e large quantities of plant material with a closed silhouette

e Contains fresh and/or dried (may be treated) plant material

e Plant material is integrated, not grouped

e Staged on a section of table 36” wide by 24” deep, 28” from floor draped in black against a
background of dark forest green with undertones of black.

Consultant: Joanne Bauer 517-940-3423 jebgardens58@gmail.com

Class 4 —Hunter Park, Lansing — Designer’ Choice

e A design using multiple parts of the plants of one family genus.

e Plants may be stems, blooms, roots, fruit, foliage but must contain a fruit or vegetable.

e Staged on a section of table 36” wide by 24” deep, 28” from floor draped in black against a
background of dark forest green with undertones of black.

e Underlay permitted. Designer may use background

Consultant: Ann Schoals 517-281-1101 aschoals@gmail.com
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Educational Division

Division Il Educational Exhibits — Giving Back

General Rules

1. Education Exhibits may be the work of more than one individual or organization unless a
Student Judge or an Accredited Judge is seeking exhibiting credit for preparing an
education exhibit.

2. An exhibit must occupy a minimum of eighteen (18) square feet surface area.

3. Plant material is NOT required but NCG encourages the use of some fresh plant material in
Educational Exhibits.

4. Advanced Registration with the Education Entries Chairman is required by April 10, 2026.

5. The Scale of Points for Education Exhibits is listed in Handbook for Flower Shows, Chapter
14.

6. Educational Top Exhibitor Award, is given for an Educational Exhibit designed to instruct
the public in some phase of National Garden Clubs, Inc. objectives and must score 95 or
above

7.Staged on a 6-foot table skirted in black, topped in white

Educational Exhibits Scale of Points
See Handbook for Flower Shows Chapter 14 for complete details

Criteria Value (points)

Educational Value

Interest to Viewer 25

Clear, concise presentation 15
Adequate signage 10

Conforms to NGC Objectives 10
Staging

Craftsmanship/Technique 10

Distinction 10

Creativity and Expression 20
TOTAL 100

Education Exhibits

All exhibits are eligible for the Educational Award, a rosette of brown and white ribbons

Exhibit | — “Local Composting”

Learn how to keep your food waste out of our landfills by composting! Stop by and talk to our
food recycling experts from Eastside Compost who can answer your questions about turning
food waste into a healthy soil amendment.

Exhibit 2 “Gardening with Purpose”

Originally a program instituted by National Garden Clubs, Inc. and continued by Michigan
Garden Clubs, Inc. In 2024 Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc., contributed over 74,000 pounds to
the National Garden Club’s Plant America-Feed America project. This represents 67% of the
total recorded throughout all of NGC! We had clubs around the state participating, some
donating thousands of pounds! This program continues to donate thousands of pounds of
food to make fresh food available to Michigan residents.

Consultant: Sue Kesti 517-449-9060 kestisue@aol.com
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Botanical Arts Division

Division IV Botanical Arts -Picture Your Favorite Park

Botanical Arts Rules

1. The Scale of Points for judging Botanical Arts Horticulture, Design, Artistic Crafts and

Photography are listed in Chapter 14 of the Handbook for Flower Shows.

The Rules of Photography are printed | the Handbook for Flower Shows, Chapter 10

Schedule determines type of photography, exhibit and staging,

There are six (6) entries per class.

Professional printing is permitted.

Photo may be enhanced by the exhibitor with cropping, filters, adjustments and/or

darkroom techniques. Images with extreme manipulation may be displayed in a all

classes.

Photos may be exhibited in either portrait or landscape mode.

Exhibitor must preregister with the designated consultant for each class entered.

9. If you are entering horticulture and/or design in this show, your entry photograph(s)
must be entered in the show at the same time. Be sure to write your entry number
on the entry tag for your photo.

10.Photos are to be entered without mats or frames. The staging committee will
provide black mats and hang the entries on a white background.

11.Please complete entry cards in advance, if possible. Consultants will have
entry cards available for your use.

12.All photographs must measure 8” x 10” and contain some horticulture. They
may be printed in portrait or landscape mode.

13.You are encouraged to submit a 3” x 5” card with each entry identifying plant material
(botanical names preferred). Information about your photo may also be included.

14.Photo Entries must be submitted to Sherry McCue, 1616 Park Avenue, Lansing, Ml
48910 and must be received by Monday, July 6, 2026.

ok wnN
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BOTANICAL ARTS PHOTOGRAPHY SCALE OF POINTS
See Handbook for Flower Shows Chapter 14 for complete details

Photography Criteria Value (points)
Conformance 5
Interpretation of Class Title 10
Composition 25
Artistry/Creativity 25
Technical Achievement 25
Distinction/Impact (Wow! Factor) 10
TOTAL 100
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Photography Classes
All exhibits are eligible for the Photography Award: A rosette of black and white ribbons for
the highest scoring 95+ photograph related to NGC goals and objectives.

Class 1 “Up Close and Personal at Cooley Gardens”
e Image to feature a macro picture of a flower/plant highlighting unique features or
from a unique point of view.
e An 8”x10” color photo
e Photo must be taken in Cooley Gardens, 213 W. Malcolm X St., Lansing, M| 48933
Consultant: Sherry McCue 517-362-7076 mccuesherrylynn@gmail.com

Class 2 “Walking through Nature at Fenner Nature Center”
e Animage of Tree(s)
e An 8”’x10” black and white
e Photo must be taken in Fenner Nature Center, 2020 E. Mt. Hope Ave., Lansing, Ml
48910
Consultant: Joan Lenhard 517-898-8068 imm.lenhard@gmail.com

Class 3 “Friends or Enemies at Central Park”

¢ Image showing action/movement between a flower/plant and a pollinator or pest.
An 8”x10” color photo
Photo must be taken in Central Park, 5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos, M| 48864
Consultant: Ronalee Polad 517-896-4442 rpolad@gmail.com

Class 4 “A Weed or Not a Weed at Granger Meadows Park”
e A Landscape image including botanical highlights of the park. Image must include at
least one of the following: weeds, ephemerals and/or native plants.
e An 8”x10” color photo
e Photo must be taken in Granger Meadows Park/Valley Farms Park, 1275 Granger
Meadows Ln., Lansing, M| 48906
Consultant: Sherry McCue 517-362-7076 mccuesherrylynn@gmail.com
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